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‘¥ol'can [Antasizeaboul where you want to get,”
Mike Dupuy explains ™ p it all inyour hea
or you carragtwhen the opportunity is there, kbowing
it may not work Just like the hawk i

The falcaiersey=s burn with the intense focus of a
rapor Zeroing in on s quarry. Dupuy's voice rises in
pitched excitement. “The hawk attacks to get the @mbbit!
The rabbit gets away. The hawk will try again because
the hunger is there. For me. the hunger is there,”

Yo can ke

“Get off the couch!”

A charismaltic speaker who has captivated audiences
across the country with his "hawl talks,” Dupuy strivies
to both aducate and inspire his listeners, particulany
young people He implores them to get off the couch
“ou don't have to play video games, the game is called
life! Anything you can think of you can probahly oo’

Dupuy practices what he preaches. A nalive of Hait,
the birthplace of John James Audubon, Dupuy arrived
in the United States when e was b and spoke primarl
Iv French until the age ol 10 Reading Jean Cralgheac
Genrges My Side of the Mowntarn Kindled s appetite
for leaming and sparked his Wifelong interest in fakcon-

ry. The novel 1ells the story of a boy named san
Gribley who runs away from his home in New York
City. Ovar the next year, Sam lives off the land in the
wilds of the Catskill Mountains with the belp of a pere
arine falcon named Frightiul Eventually, Dupuoy
wolld become a real life version of Sam Gribley

On the way up
After leaving homeat age 16, Dupuy supported him

soelf by Mipping burgers and stocking grocery sh
Taking charge of his future, he enralled at
Montgomery College in Bockville Maryland Following
aduation in 1981, Mike landed a sales position
with a leading computer manufacturing nrm Aler 15
wvears, his lucrative career had netted UM a company
car and a house in the suburbs, Dupuy et unfullilecd

his 3

however and he desired a more wholesome envinon
ment for his two children, Brooke and Marshall, ancd
his wife Christine, a graphic designer, With his
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he fell confident that he could transform his pa
falconry ko a professian

continsed an poge 50

“Getting a
wild
predator
to hunt
with me as
a partner—
it’s pretty
powerful.”
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Although largely a confluence of random events, the lanuly’s
move to lhe susquehanna Valley in 2006 has proved tobea
perfect (it The Dupuys love the natural beauty and small L
friendliness of the reglon, Now an accepted part of the rural
caommunity outside of Penns Creck Mike realizes that his neigh
bors probably think he isa bit eccentric, but he enjovs a great
relationship with them

To the casual observer

Although a bit unusual to an outsider, modern lalconers like
Dupuy seek (o preserve the skills and traditions that date back
thousands of years to the ancient civilizations of the Middle East
s trained
birds af prey to capture the intended quarry, Reaching the hetght
ol s popularnty curing the Middle ages falconTy became known
ds [he sport of Kings' due o 1S assoctation wilh the niing classes

IMe essence of the sport s the relationship beltween man anc
birel. “This 15 a totally wiid predator that's afraid of us” explains
Dupuy. Getlng it o calm down and not be afraid of me, and
ther getling it to [y 1o me on carmumeand and then o hont with
ful”

Asla and Europe Falconry isa lorm of hunting that uti

measa partner, s predly pow

Strong conneclion
Indeed, for devoted falconers the sport s not a passing [ancy,

bt a way of lile. They will often break down in tears when talk
Ing aboult the loss of a beloved bird. Alter Dupuy found bus
gushidwk Nevada dead an the ground and hall-eaten, he kept the
remains i the reeser o 8 yedr Decause be didm have the
heart to bury her "You have lo learm o accept loss,” e lamenls
Mike currently keeps two falcons, two hawks and two owls, To
those who criticize him [or keeping such magnificent creatures
in captivity, Dupuy responds that his birds are protected from
ather predators, well-fed and provided with veterinary care
when needed And, due to the high mortality rate among birds
of prey in the wild (70 to 90 percent during the first vear), falcon
ry has zero impact upon such populations. He isalso guick to
point ot the sport’s numerous contributions to conservatlon
efforts. For instance, the rescue of the Peregrine Falcon from the
brink of extinction can be largely attributed to [alconers who lig
ured out a method for getting the birds 1o breed in captivity

Advisory positions

[y s often consulied for his expertise inutilizing raptors
to contral bird popilations. Becently, he has been advising offi
clals at Fenn State Liniversity on developing a program to deter
an everincreasing crow conungant irom reostiing near densaly
populated areas, He al=o stared a hawk [ood company to sup
ply fellow [iconers, 2008 and @por rehabilitabon centers

Dupuy's ultimate goal, however, 15 o deliver his eclucational
messzge on a blgeer stage Mike s currently developinga con
islon show that could alr on the National
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Geographic or Discovery network He has
shot hours of footage of his trips to excotic loca
tions such as South Alrica, interviews with
legends of the sport. and his own adventures,
including the month-kong search ancd success-
Iul recapiure of his escaped female eagle owl
Tm a good evangelist [or [aloonry he
2xplains. Tm good al communicating what it's
dboul, what drives us, what drives me and the
values associatecd wilh it=whal I see as intrin:
5ic human values—and the passion that it
gives me’
Like one of his birds on the hunt, it is not olif
ficult o envision Dupuy's goal being fulfilled
1l the intersection of hunger and opportunity.
['o learn more about Mike Dupuy and his fal
conry please visit mikedupuylalconrycom
Mike Dupuy has created a grassrools organt-
Zation Lo provide relief [or the Haiti earth
quake victims anc ta sustain the long tenm
rebuilding of the country. For more infonma-
Hon. visit helphaitirebnildorg SL

Michae! Dreese is a freelance wriler and ploiog
rapler residing i Kreaimwer, Pa, To view fis
arlive gafiern) visit michagidreese sSmugmugcam,
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